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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND ANIMAL WELFARE

The ways in which animals are treated are a major component of environmental sustainability, including affecting
climate change. The livestock sector is responsible for 18% of greenhouse gas emissions and this is getting
worse as meat and milk production are projected to double by 205026, The problem is worst at the extremes. For
example, cattle on very poor diets digest them inefficiently,
while those on the high energy feeds in intensive dairy
ireat each other are two sterms that production produce manure with more volatile materials?.
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E;‘U'Z%‘c‘,';? ssl‘,",(,.M,,'.ﬁ';';;ﬁ;_""’“ HUMANE Intensive farming is also associated with other problems,

such as pollution (Case study 9). By contrast, livestock
kept in extensive conditions use local resources and return
nutrients to the land. The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the UN2® recommends that “Industrial
livestock production should be decentralised to accessible croplands where wastes can be recycled without
@ overloading soils and freshwater.”
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Water shortages are widely predicted to be one of the major problems of the current century”!. Good animal
management is important for the animals and for both water and land conservation. FAO2® points out that “The
proper control of grazing season, intensity, frequency and distribution can improve vegetation cover, reduce erosion
and as a result, can maintain or improve water quality and availability.”

Consideration of animals is also important in many other aspects of sustainability, such as management of wildlife
(including fish stocks), conservation of habitats, maintenance of biodiversity and protection of endangered species
(Case study 10). There is a strong link between protecting individual animals and protecting species, including the
fact that both are regarded as having value'®.

Wildlife in East Africa

The bushmeat trade is one of the largest threats to wildlife in Africa and causes immense
suffering. Methods such as snaring are brutal and non-selective, with species captured
including endangered animals such as giraffe®®, cheetah and elephants®®. WSPA works
with the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust in and around Tsavo National Park, Kenya, to
protect animals by making arrests and removing snares (over 5100 snares removed in
2005). Providing training and resources for alternative livelihoods is also vital as poverty
and land pressure fuel the bushmeat trade. Many former poachers have started training @
as wildlife protectors®® and four community groups have received beehives and training
to produce honey®”. This is backed up by education programmes in schools and villages
teaching compassion and changing attitudes to the bushmeat trade. In 2007 more than
800 pupils have been reached in schools in the district®”. A similar project setting up
community markets in Zambia has retrained 350 poachers at a cost of US$280 each,
much less than the average US$2000 spent finding and arresting a poacher”. Helping
people to support local wildlife protects animals — including endangered species — and
helps the people too.
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A common theme: the UN Millennium Development Goals

Many of the above points, emphasising the importance of animal care, are brought together by their relevance to
the UN Millennium Development Goals, as many of the goals will be helped by increased care of animals.

¢ Reducing poverty, hunger and child mortality, improving maternal health and combating disease (goals 1, 4, 5
and 6) will all be assisted by improving nutrition, including by appropriate use of products from healthy,
productive livestock.

¢ Combating disease in people (goal 6) must also tackle diseases in animals.

¢ Ensuring environmental sustainability (goal 7) involves decisions on management of livestock and wildlife, for
example choosing more sustainable grazing systems rather than intensive housing.

¢ Developing partnerships for development (goal 8) will be promoted by trade of organic and high-welfare
animal products.

¢ Promoting gender equality (goal 3) will be aided by recognising the roles and opportunities men and women
have in animal care, and supporting these appropriately to the benefit of both animals and people.

Conclusion: animal welfare matters

Animal welfare is a global concern. Animal welfare matters intrinsically to all sentient animals — those able to suffer

@ and feel pleasure. Animal welfare matters to people, including but not limited to people who depend on animals, ®
and caring for animals benefits both people and the environment. It is time for the world to take this responsibility to
animals seriously. It is time for a Universal Declaration on Animal Welfare.

The World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA) and its key partners are acting as secretariat for supportive governments of the
initiative. Key partners are the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA), Humane Society International (HSI), American
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) and Compassion in World Farming (CIWF)

World Society for the Protection of Animals
2008
For further information see www.udaw.org or email udaw@wspa-international.org
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